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‘Alternative solution’ unclear
for Sounion salvage as
operation postponed

“TECHNICAL issues” with the tugs assigned to tow stricken tanker
Sounion (IMO: 9312145) away from danger meant salvage efforts have
been postponed, a spokesperson from European Naval Force’s
Operation Aspides told Lloyd’s List.

Lloyd’s List reported on Monday that efforts to tow the burning crude
carrier away from its current location off the Yemeni coast were due to
start that afternoon.

A salvage company that Lloyd’s List was asked not to name due to a
continuing threat to life was working with three tugs, Red Bull (IMO:
7911636), Hercules (IMO: 9558517), and Gladiator (IMO: 7621011). The
last two vessels are sanctioned by the US Treasury’s Office of Foreign
Assets Control.

But an update from Operation Aspides on Tuesday afternoon said the
operation had been paused because that salvage company had decided
it was not safe enough to begin towing the tanker.

“Alternative solutions” were being explored, the statement said, but an
Operation Aspides spokesperson told Lloyd’s List on Wednesday that it
was unclear what those alternative solutions might be.

Instead, all parties continue to assess the situation to find another way
to prevent what would be a catastrophic ecological disaster should
Sounion spill its cargo.

Page 1



The Aspides spokesperson said a ship-to-ship
transfer was likely one of the solutions being
explored and that larger tugs would be needed to
tow the tanker.

A destination for Sounion to discharge its cargo
was still no closer to being finalised. The Aspides

spokesperson said it would be “premature” to
discuss this until the technical issues were solved.

There has been speculation that Boskalis’ SMIT
Salvage had been contracted to aid the salvage
efforts, but Lloyd’s understands this is not the case.

WHAT TO WATCH

How Eswatini created a shipping register by

accident

NEARLY a year after ships first started flying the
flag of Eswatini, the government of the landlocked
African state has confirmed that the controversial
shipping registry has been operating without

its permission.

The government is now trying to remove its flag
from the 23 ships currently registered in Mbabne,
two of which are sanctioned and several more that
operate as part of the so-called dark fleet*.

Despite being flagged as a potentially fraudulent
operation by the International Maritime
Organization in April, officially designated a flag of
convenience by the International Transport Workers’
Federation in May and banned by the United Arab
Emirates in August, the Eswatini government has,
until now, declined to comment on the opaque
activities of its growing fleet of internationally
operating ships.

But it seems that was because the government was
unaware that the ships were operating under its flag.

While the government had contracted a company to
look at building a shipping register, no authorisation
for any ships to be registered had actually been
granted and the rapid establishment of a flag that
played host to at least six sanctioned vessels was

the result of an administrative oversight that
“misinterpreted” the wording of a contract.

“The Government of the Kingdom of Eswatini has
not yet given permission to any company or agency
to register ship vessels sailing in high seas bearing
our flag,” government spokesperson Alpheous
Nxumalo said in a statement issued to Lloyd’s List.

While the government did sign an MOU with a
private company, Eswatini Maritime Affairs and
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Development (Pty) Ltd in 2023, permission had
not been granted to start flagging ships until the
government had negotiated entry into the IMO.

That is a process that has still not even begun.

While representatives from the private company
Eswatini Maritime Affairs and Development
repeatedly insisted that the government was in
the process of negotiating IMO membership,
the IMO had until earlier this month never
managed to contact anyone inside the Eswatini
administration and had not received any
application enquiries.

Despite this, Eswatini Maritime Affairs pushed
ahead, initially taking on a series of sanctioned
vessels before pushing the net wider to include
dark fleet operators including Hennesea Holdings
alongside a slew of ageing tonnage, including one
54-year-old offshore supply vessel Eagle Shadow
(IMO: 7023245).

But it was not just the flag — Eswatini Maritime
Affairs then moved into maritime training, setting
up a new maritime academy selling seafarer courses
via a non-existent institution, accredited in line with
an international convention the landlocked African
state has not signed.

The Eswatini Maritime Academy website, which is
still live, has been marketing residential cadet and
officer training courses since late May claiming that
the courses are backed by the government.

The government had provided no such backing. In
fact, the administration had only just become aware
of ships sailing internationally under the

Eswatini flag.
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The details of when the government became
aware of the register’s existence are not clear, but
the phone calls and direct reports provided by
Lloyd’s List to multiple government departments,
two of the country’s foreign ambassadors and
the parliamentary press contact appear to have
gone unnoticed. Multiple attempts by the IMO’s
secretariat and UAE government officials to get a
response from the Eswatini administration on the
activities of its flagging operations also failed to
elicit a response.

However, at some point by August this year the
message had been received and the Eswatini
government started an internal investigation into
the activities of Eswatini Maritime Affairs and
Development (Pty) Ltd.

“[The company] was engaged and they admitted
that they registered these vessels on a genuine
misinterpretation of a clause in our MOU,” explained
Nxumalo.

“We duly instructed them to remove the Eswatini
flag on their vessels until all the preconditions of our
agreement are met and until all due processes are
followed”.

“We have since written to the International
Maritime Organization to seek their assistance in
cleaning out all vessels bearing the Eswatini flag”.

Meanwhile, the status of Eswatini Maritime Affairs
and Development remains unclear. AK Dhiman,
who has for several months presented himself

to Lloyd’s List as the deputy director general

of Eswatini Maritime Affairs, which describes
itself as a government of Eswatini enterprise, has
turned off his phone and is no longer responding to
emails.

Calls to the company’s various phone numbers are
going unanswered.

The fate of those ships currently flying the Eswatini
flag also remains unclear.

While at least three Eswatini ships are still sailing
the majority have not moved in recent weeks,
according to Lloyd’s List Intelligence vessel-tracking.

One general cargoship, Vectis Isle (IMO: 8903040)
remains stuck at Bulgaria’s Varna anchorage, after
port state control inspectors detained it in July.

Several other remain anchored around the Middle
East Gulf.

When the UAE last month added the Eswatini flag
to its list of restricted registers, effectively banning
registered ships from calling in UAE waters, it left

several ships in limbo.

The UAE’s department of transport affairs had
threatened legal action against any ships that did
not comply with the ban, but there are currently four
vessels still anchored there.

The UAE has not confirmed the status of these
vessels.

* Lloyd’s List defines a tanker as part of the dark
fleet if it is aged 15 years or over, anonymously
owned and/or has a corporate structure designed
to obfuscate beneficial ownership discovery, solely
deployed in sanctioned oil trades, and engaged in
one or more of the deceptive shipping practices
outlined in US State Department guidance issued
in May 2020. The figures exclude tankers tracked
to government-controlled shipping entities such
as Russia’s Sovcomflot, or Iran’s National Iranian
Tanker Co, and those already sanctioned.

ANALYSIS

Bab el Mandeb transits see first meaningful
increase since start of Red Sea crisis

TRANSITS through the Bab el Mandeb are up 9%
month on month, the first meaningful increase in
traffic since the Houthis began targeting merchant
vessels in the Red Sea last November.

Some 850 vessels passed through the international
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waterway off Yemen’s coast 988 times in August. In
July, these figures were 768 and 905 respectively.

Passing levels still remain nearly 60% lower than
normal volumes.
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It is difficult to pin down the exact reason for the
recent uptick in traffic.

Changes in risk appetite are one possible factor.

“All shipowner companies are constantly evaluating
the situation and they are updating their risk
assessments,” said BIMCO head of maritime
security Jakob Larsen.

“With more incidents there is more data and you
can make more accurate assessments, therefore
some companies may find that they are actually in a
position to resume transits through the area.”

The increase in Bab el Mandeb transits as the crude
oil tanker Sounion (IMO: 9312145) continues to burn
in the Red Sea reinforces there is a faction within
the shipping industry that remains undeterred by
Houthi aggression and suggests that this group,

and others, are becoming more accustomed to the
situation.

“It’s probably that there is an element of risk
normalisation that we are beginning to see kick
in. Some shipowners see that others get away with
continued transits and that might make them feel
that they can do it too,” Larsen said.

Bulk carriers and containerships boost
traffic volumes

Market factors naturally influence the movement
of ships and it is possible that demand is impacting
traffic levels.

General cargoships, bulk carriers and containerships
were responsible for the increase in transits through
the Bab el Mandeb in August.

More than 190 containership transits were recorded
last month, the highest number since December.

Major container lines started withdrawing from Red
Sea business in mid-December as Houthi attacks
became increasingly indiscriminate.

The profile of containerships using the Red Sea has
since evolved.

“We have seen niche carriers — often intra-Asian
carriers (most of them Chinese) set up services that
go through the area,” said Xeneta chief analyst Peter
Sand.

These services can run from the Middle East or
Southeast Asia to the East Mediterranean or as far
away at St. Petersburg.

Beside these new services, there has been a
recent increase in containership calls to countries
bordering the Red Sea, particularly Saudi Arabia.

Saudi Arabia’s major Red Sea container port traffic
has borne the brunt of lines rerouting south.

Foreign containership arrivals to Saudi Arabia
totalled 215 in August, the highest level since
December. However, they remain significantly
lower than the numbers recorded in normal
circumstances.

The bulk sector is highly susceptible to market ebbs
and flows but 350 bulk carriers passed through the
Bab el Mandeb in August, up from 285 in July.

This may be linked to the seasonal increase in grains
trade from the Black Sea region.

“Black Sea winter wheat crops are collected during
the summer period and August to September
normally feature an upturn in wheat shipments,”
explains Alexander Karavaytsev, senior economist at
International Grains Council.

Data provided by IGC shows a year-on-year increase
in wheat shipments from Ukraine to Asia in July, a
trend that is expected to have continued throughout
August.

The situation for Russia is similar.

Owners can refuse Red Sea orders. After that,

it gets complicated

HOSTILITIES in the Red Sea have clearly reached
the point at which owners can credibly refuse
orders. Masters have the right to deviate if they
can demonstrate safety fears, and even a rookie
rating has the right to sign off. After that, the legal
wrangling begins in earnest.

Lloyd's List | Daily Briefing Thursday September 5, 2024

All of these issues are likely to take on new salience
after the Houthi strike on Delta Tankers-owned
Sounion (IMO: 9312145) two weeks ago, after which
the Yemeni insurgents deliberately set the suezmax
on fire.
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Latest reports indicate that salvage operations are on
hold. Although tugs are on the scene, salvors concluded
at the time of writing that they could not safely proceed.

P&I clubs confirm that they have received multiple
enquiries from owners, charterers and crews who
do not want to undertake Red Sea transits in light
of Houthi attacks on merchant shipping, which
commenced last November.

Rights are open and shut for the majority of
seafarers, who have built-in protections thanks
to the standard seafarer contract agreed by the
International Transport Workers’ Federation.

While this does offer seafarers the option to sign off,
few of them actually exercise it. Most instead choose
to serve on double pay for every day transiting a war
risk area, Danica Crewing Specialists Henrik Jensen
said in a recent interview.

That owners have substantial discretion on deciding
whether they want to put vessels in harm’s way is
long established. Similarly, masters have the right
in principle to deviate on safety grounds, as set out
in detail in a lengthy article posted on the website of
marine insurer Gard.

Whether either should do so is always going to be
a judgement call to some extent. Several leading
law firms declined to speak publicly to Lloyd’s List,
seeking to retain freedom to take any litigation
arising from these matters either way.

But even before Sounion, lawyers speaking off the
record were unanimous in arguing that applicable
thresholds have probably been met, at least in the
broad-brush sense.

But it’s not just a matter of whether there is a threat
to shipping generally. What is important is whether
there is a threat to a specific ship.

The best rule of thumb is that each vessel needs to
assess its situation individually, taking in account
commercial interests, flag state, and its degree of
association with countries specifically being targeted
by the insurgents. Primarily, that means Israel, the
US and the UK.

Necessary commercial calculations include
offsetting the additional costs of rerouting round
the Cape of Good Hope, typically adding 10 days to
transit times, against war risk insurance bills that
run to hundreds of thousands of dollars for more
expensive tonnage such as Sounion.
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There are two main BIMCO war risk clauses:
Conwartime 2013 for time charters and Voywar
2013 for voyage charters. Neither is automatically
triggered; it is for owners and/or masters to make
the case that they should be.

Main war risk clauses

Conwartime sets the test as war or a wide range of
hostile acts undertaken by “any person, body, terrorist
or political group, or the government of any state

or territory whether recognised or not”, which “in

the reasonable judgement of the master and/or the
owners, may be dangerous or may become dangerous
to the vessel, cargo, crew or other persons on board”.

That looks clear enough. While the level of risk
needs to be high, such an assertion has for months
looked reasonable in the Red Sea. But inevitably,
invoking the clauses generates complications.

Under Conwartime, the right to deviate is
unchanged even if the prevailing military situation
is already obtained at the date of the signing of the
charterparty.

That is not true of Voywar. Recent case law — most
notably Herculito Maritime v Gunvor International
earlier this year — suggests that the level or nature
of the risk needs to increase compared to the date
the charterparty was signed.

War risk clauses in tanker charterparties, such

as Shelltime and Shellvoy charters, are more
restrictive. They may not apply except in the case of
formally declared hostilities.

The Houthis have formally declared themselves a
government, even though they are not recognised
internationally, and have formally declared
hostilities against shipping, but not against any
specific countries.

That alone would make for an interesting test case, if
this matter ever came to litigation.

The most contentious issue when a master deviates
is who should bear the extra costs. Voywar contains
a sub-clause providing for a pro-rata uplift to the
freight where additional distance exceeds 100
nautical miles.

But there are further caveats. Some fixture recaps
provide for a specific route, such as the Suez Canal,
to be taken. The charter terms may be incorporated
in the bill of lading.
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If the owners agree to the risks of proceeding by a
particular route, they are contractually bound to
do so.

Where the master refuses to do so, the shipowner is
likely to be in breach of contract and would therefore
have to absorb both additional time and cost.

Where there are no war risk clauses, owners can
look to clauses giving them the right to deviate to
save life or property, as set down under the standard
1993 NYPE form.

But any deviation contrary to charterers’ orders
remains an off-hire event, which leaves owners
footing the bill.

Owners are entitled to refuse to proceed where ports
are unsafe, even if there is no applicable war risk
clause in the charterparty. Indeed, charterers would
be in breach of safe port obligations were they to
require owners to do so.

Safe port warranties are irrelevant
But safe port warranties are deemed irrelevant to

sea passages, and there is no indication that any
Israeli or other Red Sea port is unsafe at present.

It would also be difficult to invoke the doctrine

of frustration, which allows a contract to be set

aside when an unforeseen event makes it illegal or
impossible to perform. In plain English, a contract is
not frustrated simply because it costs more to meet
obligations under it.

Where a ship is hit by a missile, owners would have
a valid war risk insurance claim. That is what war
risk insurance is there for.

Until recently, it was assumed that charterers were
protected against subrogated claims against them if
they foot the bill for war risk insurance premiums.

The Gard website points out that after the Polar
(IMO: 8503864) case in the UK Supreme Court
earlier this year, that defence is no longer reliable.

Funding insurance premiums alone does not entitle
the paying party to benefit from the insurance, or so
the logic of the decision seems to run.

Charterers may therefore find it wise to take out
additional charterers’ war risk cover, which is
available from P&I clubs.

Even those policies generally exclude the Red Sea,
after reinsurers got cold feet last year. But the cover
is available as a buyback, on payment of a further
premium still.

Greener ships not seeing cheaper loans,

study finds

GREENER ships are not securing cheaper loans,
a study has found.

Researchers at University College London found
banks offered cheaper margins to shipowners
with credible decarbonisation plans after the Paris
Agreement, but this decision was not based on the
carbon output of the ships themselves.

They warned banks could be lumped with big and
unexpected write-downs as a result.

“Lenders are likely to face significant financial

risks from the shift to a low-carbon economy, but it
remains unclear whether such risks are incorporated
into their lending practices,” the study said.

Voluntary green initiatives in recent years have

sought to make ship finance a tool for the green
transition. Most prominent is the Poseidon
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Principles, a scheme which has signatories disclose
their portfolios’ carbon intensity.

But despite such initiatives, the UCL study found
“the expected reduction in financing costs for
greener ships has not been observed”.

Banks, in particular Poseidon signatories, “have
started to price in the climate score of shipowners
they lend to after the Paris Agreement, but on a
corporate rather than an asset basis”.

Lead author Marie Fricaudet told Lloyd’s List that
interviews with financiers suggested they prized
their historic relationships with shipowners when
deciding how much to charge for loans.

An owner’s overall transition strategy was more

important to banks than the carbon intensity of the
owner’s ships, she said.
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But this approach left the lender reliant on the
borrower’s judgement.

“If they’re choosing to invest in the wrong assets,
then that exposes the lenders,” Fricaudet said.

“It also means that banks are not directly
incentivising cleaner ships.”

Fricaudet said voluntary climate initiatives were not
useless, but the study showed they had their limits.

Banks have been sceptical about the risk of
stranded assets, seeing these as dependent on
whether the International Maritime Organization
comes up with a tough enough carbon price
regulation in years ahead.

Financiers told researchers they were positive about
decarbonisation in general, but pressure for returns

from their customers and shareholders hampered
progress.

The study said banks’ risk of stranded assets
depended on whether such risk was factored into
lending and whether loan tenors were long enough
to cover the period when such risks materialised.

An average long-term loan tenor of 7.3 years meant
this was possible, and that the risk was higher for
newbuildings.

The study called to strengthen disclosure initiatives
and for regulation to better align the financial sector
with climate goals.

Public financial bodies could also play a crucial role
by providing direct support for cleaner ships, the
study found.

MARKETS

Seaspan plots fleet expansion with plans for

more vehicle carriers

SEASPAN chief operating officer Torsten Pedersen
has disclosed that the company has further plans

to expand its considerable vessel fleet following
newbuilding orders for 33 vessels in the boxship and
vehicle carrier segments since the fourth quarter of
last year.

Until 2023 Seaspan had invested only in
containerships, building up the world’s largest
fleet of vessels dedicated to the boxship charter
market. It surprised many company observers
when it ordered six pure car and truck carriers
from China’s Shanghai Waigaoqiao Shipbuilding in
December 2023.

The 10,800 ceu vessels are the largest PCTCs to
have been ordered so far and were ordered against
long-term charter contracts to South Korean vehicle
carrier operator Hyundai Glovis.

“Our strategy is to grow. Seaspan has ordered 100
newbuildings in the past six years, but we began to
look at other markets outside of containerships,”
Pedersen told Lloyd’s List in an interview at the
SMM conference in Hamburg.
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He said that the company had been considering
investment in the vehicle carrier segment, which
Pedersen notes has similarities to the containership
sector in being chiefly a liner shipping segment, for a
while.

“All our business is based on long-term contracts,”
Pedersen said. “Vehicle carriers is not a tramp
business so was attractive for long-term charters.
We had looked at vehicle carriers for a number of
years but could not find the right charter party or
the right contract.”

Having now found what he views as the right
partner in Hyundai Glovis, Pedersen said that
Seaspan was now planning to expand its presence in
vehicle carriers to a “meaningful size”.

Expansion is most likely to come from further
newbuildings, although Pedersen has not ruled out
secondhand ships because of a shortage of shipyard
slots.

“Shipyard availability is scarce but due to our strong
relationships we’ve been able to find slots. But yes,
delivery dates are getting further and further out,”
he said.
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“Our aim was not to stop at the order for six PCTCs.
Focus will be on newbuildings, but if there is a good
business case for secondhand then we will look at
that.”

Pedersen said Seaspan could also be interested in
other segments where long-term charters made
investment attractive. He did not rule out the dry
cargo sector, “if we believe we can add value and
where we can build a sizeable presence”.

Since becoming a private company in March 2023,
Ocean Network Express became a shareholder in

Seaspan. ONE holds around a 30% stake in Seaspan.

Pedersen said that the relationship with ONE was
a good one, and gave the Singapore-headquartered

liner company a footing in a company with long-
term charter contracts of up to 15 years.

“ONE saw us as good investment in a business that
is less fluctuating than the container freight market.
Including newbuildings, we have 40 ships on charter
to ONE.”

Pedersen admits there was some concern amongst
ONE’s other clients, most of which were rivals,
regarding the significant shareholding.

“More shares are owned by somebody other than
ONE and we have more charter contracts with other
carriers. They became interested in the delisting and
had a long-term view similar to our other investors.
In ONE, we found the right partner.”

Greek owners keep the faith, despite

‘darkening clouds’

ESCALATING uncertainties and complexities facing
the shipping industry have not yet discouraged
Greek shipowners from reinvesting in their fleets,
although the pace of growth has slowed, a new study
by Petrofin has said.

“Despite the darkening clouds, Greek owners seem
to be cautiously optimistic as to future market
conditions advocating that shipping has overcome
many obstacles in the past and has adapted well,”
said the consultancy in its latest annual review of
the sector.

Although the supply side in most shipping sectors
appeared to support market prospects “for the next
couple of years”, forecasting had become “very
complex and uncertain”.

Geopolitical disruption could be beneficial to
shipping at times but relying on their effects
in tonne-mile increases “is not a longer-term
sustainable factor”, Petrofin added.

“The world is increasingly fixated on sanctions,
tariffs, penalties, trade wars and other cost
increasing measures, which adversely impact
international trade.”

Risks of an economic slowdown in the US and
China had grown and the study also mentioned

the upcoming election in the US as a factor causing
insecurity for shipping, due to the potential for
further imposition of tariffs “thus greatly impacting
long-haul US trade.
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Last year saw the Greece-owned fleet grow
“modestly” by 2% in terms of dwt capacity and by 85
vessels.

The average age of the Greece-owned fleet has been
rising since 2018 and reached an average of 14.3
years, up from 13 years at end of 2021.

Factors behind the trends included strong shipping
markets that convinced many Greek owners to keep
their older vessels as they were trading profitably, as
well as a “cautious approach” to newbuildings.

This year, however, shipbuilding orders from Greek
owners have increased.

In the first half of 2024, the capacity of the Greek
newbuilding orderbook rose from about 24.3m dwt
to 43m dwt.

“The Greeks largely overcame their reluctance over
conventional eco Tier III orders in the expectation

that the 2023 emission regulations may be relaxed

or postponed,” Petrofin said.

They “saw an opportunity in ordering Tier III eco
vessels set to enjoy a comparative advantage to older
conventional technology vessels as well as a good
useful trading life span”.

Data cited by Petrofin showed Greek owners leading
the way in terms of the “eco orderbook” with 543
vessels of 52.3m gt on order, “comfortably” more
than Chinese and Japanese owners.
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Despite the rekindling of interest in shipbuilding
orders, in terms of secondhand sales and purchase
activity, Greeks continue to be net sellers,
collectively.

In the first six months of this year, Greeks sold 147
vessels of 7.7m gt, while purchasing 97 vessels of 4m
gt. They were also net sellers during the prior two
years.

The number of Greek shipping companies fell by
seven, to 592, in 2023.

Although this remained above an all-time low
number of 588 in 2018, the reduction in number of
the smallest companies was in line with a long-term
consolidation in the Greece-owned fleet.

“As the [newbuilding] orders have been placed by
large companies and the price of secondhand vessels
has risen substantially, we anticipate a further
reduction in the number and importance of the
smaller-sized companies,” said Petrofin.

Resumption of US LNG exports rests on

election result

HOPES that a pause on LNG exports to non-free
trade agreement countries will be lifted rest largely
on the US election result, analysts from renewables
consultancy Wood Mackenzie said.

The Biden-Harris administration paused LNG
exports to non-FTA countries in January 2024,
while the Department of Energy investigates
energy cost increases for American consumers and
greenhouse gas emissions.

Wood Mackenzie principal analyst Mark Bononi
said the US LNG industry had been “mired in
uncertainty” ever since, with no final investment
decisions taken for over a year.

Sales activity had been largely confined to Middle
East state-owned energy companies, he said.

The LNG sector was therefore looking to the US
election as a catalyst to get projects moving again,
whoever secures the keys to the White House.

US energy secretary Jennifer Granholm indicated
LNG export permits would resume within the year
and that the pause would be lifted by a Democrat
administration, though those comments were made
when President Biden was still slated to stand for
re-election.

Former president Trump said he would immediately
lift the export pause should he win election.

However, Bononi said uncertainty remained over
how quickly a framework for new exports could be

developed.

Elsewhere, the LNG sector is looking to the Asian
market as a key area for growth in the future.
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Wood Mackenzie Asia-Pacific analyst Raghav
Mathur said a growing population and improving
living standards in the region would continue to
boost energy demand.

Mathur said pressure from the Covid-19 pandemic
and the Russian invasion of Ukraine has stunted
growth of the Asian LNG market, with European
buyers outcompeting their Asian counterparts and
driving prices high.

But the first eight months of 2024 has seen
Asian LNG imports increase by 15%, and with
200m tonnes per year of LNG currently under
construction, Mathur is expecting a period of
sustained growth.

Lower prices, infrastructure development and
domestic policies to limit the use of coal were
the key to unlocking a sector with huge growth
potential, Mathur said.
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IN OTHER NEWS

Bahri denies VLCC Amjad hit by
Houthi missiles, asserts vessel
"fully operational’

BAHRI, formerly known as the
National Shipping Company of
Saudi Arabia, has denied reports
that its VLCC Amjad (IMO:
9779800) was hit by Houthis’
missiles while transiting the

Red Sea.

“We unequivocally affirm that
Amjad was not targeted and
sustained no injuries or damage,”
the company said on Tuesday.

Bahri confirmed that the tanker
was moving north in the Red
Sea and near another tanker that
came under attack.

LR pushes biofuels as cost-effective
way to meet regulations

BIOFUELS are gaining recognition
as a low-emission alternative fuel,
with Lloyd’s Register endorsing
their use in a new report.

According to LR'’s latest ‘Fuel
for Thought: Biofuel’ report,
drop-in replacements for fossil
fuels, such as biofuel, may be a
cost-effective way of meeting
environmental regulations and
could extend the life of older
vessels, if barriers to adoption
can be overcome.

This highlighted an important
role biofuels can play in
shipping’s decarbonisation: the
low capex requirements of the
low-emission alternative fuel
gives it the potential to expand
the operational lifespan of large
portions of the world fleet,

LR said.

NorthStandard highlights expanded
geographical reach in first half of
policy year

NORTHSTANDARD, the

biggest UK-based P&l club,

has highlighted its expanded
geographical coverage in an
update to mark the halfway point
in the current policy year.

The statement contains no
details of the marine mutual’s
TH combined ratio, surplus or
tonnage gains, other than to
highlight its “strong financial
underpinnings”.

A spokesperson said that
confirmed numbers would not be
available until publication of

a pre-renewal report, which is due
in November.

Second strike at South Korea's
major shipyards foreshadows more
disruptions

UNIONS at South Korea's leading
shipbuilders, HD Hyundai Heavy
Industries and Hanwha Ocean,
held a four-hour strike at each

of their respective shipyards on
Wednesday, following the first
joint strike by five unions at HD
HHI, HD Hyundai Samho, Hanwha
Ocean, K Shipbuilding and HSG
Sungdong Shipbuilding on
August 28.

According to HD HHI's union’s
statement, around 17,000 workers
took part in the earlier walkout.

In addition to the strikes at
HD HHI and Hanwha Ocean
shipyards, the South Korean
shipbuilders’ union also held a
joint rally in Ulsan, where the
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HD Hyundai Heavy Industry
shipyard is located.

New senior marine underwriter
at Markel

MARKEL has appointed Rhys
O’Neill as senior underwriter,
marine and energy liability,
international specialty, with
immediate effect.

The role will give him
responsibility for developing
strategies for renewing and new
business within Markel’s marine
and energy liability international
wholesale book.

He will also oversee building
relationships with key
stakeholders, including clients,
partners and internal teams.

Gothenburg completes largest
upgrade in 40 years

THE PORT of Gothenburg has
completed a new 144,000 sq
m terminal after six years of
construction.

Arendal 2 is the largest change at
the Swedish port in four decades
and cost around €60m ($66.3m)
to build.

Gothenburg chief executive Goran
Eriksson said planning for the
new terminal began in the 1990s
with a view to future-proof the
port’s facilities.

Page 10



Classified notices follow

Lloyd’s List'>

Looking to publish a judicial sale, public notice,
court orders and recruitment?

Please contact: marketingservices@lloydslistintelligence.com
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I‘i H2
Teesside

H2TEESSIDE PROJECT

NOTICE PUBLICISING CONSULTATION ON PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE
H2TEESSIDE DEVELOPMENT CONSENT ORDER APPLICATION (APPLICATION
REFERENCE: EN070009)

THE PLANNING ACT 2008, THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS:
PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009 & THE
INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT)
REGULATIONS 2017

On 22 April 2024, The Planning Inspectorate (‘PINS’) on behalf of the Secretary of State,
accepted an application (the ‘Application’) by H2 Teesside Limited (the ‘Applicant’) whose
registered office is Chertsey Road, Sunbury on Thames, Middlesex, TW16 7BP, for a
Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) under ‘The Planning Act 2008’ for the H2Teesside
Project (the ‘Proposed Development’). The Application (Application Reference: EN070009) is
currently in the examination period and is being examined by a panel of Examining Inspectors
appointed by PINS, known as the ‘Examining Authority’.

The Proposed Development Site (the ‘Site) lies within the administrative boundaries of the
boroughs of Redcar and Cleveland south of the River Tees, and Stockton-on-Tees north of
the Tees on Teesside and within the borough of Hartlepool in County Durham, also north of
the Tees. The Site, as detailed within the Application, extends to approximately 507 hectares.
National Grid references for the Site are provided as follows: Mid-point (454721, 523554);
North (451309, 526476); East (458760, 521587); South (457001, 520748); and West (446938,
521613).

The Proposed Development will be one of the UK’s largest blue hydrogen production facilities
with a capacity of up approximately 1.2 gigawatts (‘\GW’) thermal, representing more than 10%
of the Government’s hydrogen production target of 10 GW by 2030. This equates to the
production of approximately 160,000 tonnes of low carbon hydrogen per annum, with
approximately two million tonnes of CO, being captured and stored each year.

The Proposed Development comprises the following main elements: a Hydrogen Production
Facility of up to approximately 1.2 GW thermal lower heating value, including two carbon
capture enabled hydrogen units each of 600 megawatts thermal (it is envisaged that the
hydrogen production facility will be constructed in two phases); a natural gas supply
connection; electrical connection works; water supply connection works; wastewater disposal
works; a hydrogen distribution network; a high pressure carbon dioxide export pipeline; gas
(oxygen and nitrogen) connections; temporary construction and laydown areas and contractor
compounds; access and highways improvement works; and replacement land.

The Hydrogen Production Facility (also referred to as the ‘Main Site’), including its carbon
capture and compression facilities, will be located on part of the Foundry, which forms part of
Teesworks, within the borough of Redcar and Cleveland. Teesworks is a major brownfield
industrial site and Freeport, part of which was formerly occupied by the Redcar Steel Works.

Further details of the Proposed Development are provided in the Application. The Application,
which comprises an Application Form, draft DCO, Land Plans, Works Plans, other plans,
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drawings and maps, the Environmental Statement and its Non-Technical Summary, a
Consultation Report and other documents, is available for inspection free of charge at the
Documents tab on the PINS website via the following link:

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN070009

The Proposed Development is an Environmental Impact Assessment (‘EIA’) development, as
defined by ‘The Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations
2017’. The Application therefore includes an Environmental Statement (‘ES’) documenting
the findings of the EIA undertaken.

Since submission of the Application, the Applicant has continued with detailed design
development and refinement, while also engaging with Interested Parties with a view to
addressing their comments and agreeing common ground. This work has identified a number
of changes that the Applicant is now seeking to make to the Proposed Development. The
changes proposed reflect further engineering and design development of the Proposed
Development, changes to construction approach and techniques, reductions in the Order
Limits (from approximately 507 to 406.9 hectares) and seek to respond to comments received
from Interested Parties, deliver improvements to the Proposed Development, seek rights over
an existing gas pipeline, remove optionality, and reduce its overall impacts. The Applicant is
therefore intending to submit a change request to the Examining Authority.

In advance of submitting the change request, the Applicant is carrying out non-statutory
consultation on the proposed changes. A Consultation Document explaining the proposed
changes, environmental information about them, and plans showing the location and extent of
the proposed changes, are being made available. The proposed changes are summarised
below with reference to the relevant Works Numbers (Nos.) set out at Schedule 1 of the draft
DCO and shown on the Works Plans.

Proposed changes

Proposed Description/relevant Work Number

Change

Number

1 Addition of a second flare stack for Phase 2 of the Hydrogen Production
Facility located at the Main Site (no change to Order Limits). (Work No.
1A.2)

2.A Reduction at Cowpen Bewley (2.5 hectares removed from the Order

Limits). (no Work No.)

2B Reduction at Venator (2.5 hectares removed from the Order Limits).
(Work Nos. 6A.1 and 6B.1)

2C Reduction to the east of the Main Site (50.7 hectares removed from the
Order Limits). (Work No. 3A, 3B.2, 3B.3, 4, 5, 7A and 7B)

2.D Reduction to the west of the Main Site and at the Main Site access point
(27.9 hectares removed from the Order Limits). (Work No. 6A.1)

2.E Reduction at Lazenby (4.9 hectares removed from the Order Limits).
(Work Nos. 6A.1 and 9)
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Proposed Description/relevant Work Number

Change

Number

2.F Removal of Northern Gas Networks Above Ground Installation (‘AGI’) off
the A178 Seaton Carew Road (5.3 hectares removed from the Order
Limits). (Work No. 6B.3)

3 Removal of temporary construction compound at Redcar Bulk Terminal
(8.1 hectares removed from the Order Limits). (Work No. 9)

4 Addition of a temporary construction compound on land at Navigator
Terminals (no change to the Order Limits). (Work No. 9)

5 Removal of air separation unit from Phase 1 of the Hydrogen Production
Facility (no change to the Order Limits). (Work No. 1A.1)

6 Reduction in plant at temporary construction compounds (no change to
the Order Limits). (Work No. 9)

7 Updates to building dimensions at the Main Site (no change to the Order
Limits). (Work No. 1)

8 Inclusion of additional land for existing Natural Gas pipeline (1.8 hectares
of land added to the Order Limits) and changes to rights required within
the Order limits to allow for re-purposing of that existing pipeline. (new
Work No. 2C)

9 Removal of an AGI within the Work No. 2B area (no change to the Order
Limits). (Work No. 2B)

How to view the Consultation Document

You can view the Consultation Document from 6 September to 7 October 2024 free of charge
by downloading them from the project website: https://www.bp.com/en gb/united-
kingdom/home/where-we-operate/reimagining-teesside/h2teesside/consultation

‘Proposed changes to the DCO Application’ or by contacting the Applicant using the contact

details below to request hard copies of the documents or a USB containing them.

In addition, digital copies of the Consultation Document will be available to view at the following

locations until 7 October 2024:

- Redcar Library, Redcar & Cleveland House, Kirkleatham Street, Redcar, TS10
1RT — Monday 10am to 2pm; Tuesday & Wednesday 9am to 5pm; Thursday 11am to

7pm; Friday 9am to 5pm; Saturday 10am to 2pm; Sunday closed

- Stockton Central Library, Church Road, Stockton-on-Tees, TS18 1TU — Monday
& Wednesday 8.30am to 6pm; Tuesday & Thursday 8.30am to 8pm; Friday 8.30am to

6pm; Saturday 09.30am to 4pm; Sunday closed

- Hartlepool Civic Centre, Victoria Road, Hartlepool, TS24 8AY — Mondays to

Thursdays 9am to 5pm; Fridays 9am to 4.30pm; Saturday and Sunday closed
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Applicant’s contact details

If you have any enquiries about the consultation, please contact the Applicant by:

- Telephone: 0800 080 3028 (09:00 — 17:00 Monday to Friday)
- Email: info@h2teesside.net

Any details you provide to us via the telephone or email will be subject to our privacy policy,
which is available to view at: http://h2teesside.co.uk/privacy

Responding to the consultation

Any responses to this consultation must be submitted to the Applicant by 11:59pm on 7
October 2024 via one of the methods below:

- Complete an online version of the comments form on the project website:
www.h2teesside.co.uk

- Emailing comments to: info@h2teesside.net

- By post to: Freepost H2TEESSIDE
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NOTICE OF ACCEPTANCE OF AN APPLICATION FOR A DEVELOPMENT CONSENT
ORDER BY THE PLANNING INSPECTORATE (ON BEHALF OF THE SECRETARY OF
STATE FOR HOUSING, COMMUNITIES AND LOCAL GOVERNMENT) UNDER SECTION
56 OF THE PLANNING ACT 2008

NORTH FALLS OFFSHORE WIND FARM

REGULATIONS 8 AND 9 OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (APPLICATIONS:
PRESCRIBED FORMS AND PROCEDURE) REGULATIONS 2009

REGULATION 16 OF THE INFRASTRUCTURE PLANNING (ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT) REGULATIONS 2017

Notice is hereby given that the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government has
accepted an application (‘the Application’) by North Falls Offshore Wind Farm Limited (‘the Applicant’)
(company number 12435947 and registered office at Windmill Hill Business Park, Whitehill Way,
Swindon, SN5 6PB) for a Development Consent Order (‘DCO’) under the Planning Act 2008 (‘the Act’).
The Application (reference number: EN0O10119) was submitted by the Applicant to the Secretary of State
via the Planning Inspectorate on 26 July 2024 and accepted for examination on the 22 August 2024.

Summary of the Application

North Falls Offshore Wind Farm (the ‘Project’ or ‘North Falls’) will comprise an offshore generating
station with a capacity exceeding 100 megawatts (MW). The Project is therefore classified as a nationally
significant infrastructure project (NSIP) under sections 14(1)(a) and 15(3) of the Act and requires
development consent in accordance with section 31 of the Act. It is for this reason that the Application
falls within the remit of the Secretary of State’s decision-making powers.

North Falls is an offshore wind farm located in the outer Thames Estuary. The DCO Application is for the
construction, operation, maintenance, and decommissioning of an offshore wind farm proposed
approximately 40km off the East Anglia coast in the southern North Sea. The Project comprises: a single
offshore array area covering an area of 95 square kilometres with up to 57 wind turbine generators, the
installation of underground cables and associated infrastructure; construction of up to two offshore
substation platforms, or, up to one offshore substation platform and up to one offshore converter platform;
the construction of up to two cable circuits and associated ducting with the onshore landfall taking place
at between Clacton-on-Sea and Frinton-on-Sea; the construction of an electrical substation between Little
Bromley and Ardleigh to connect to National Grid’s proposed East Anglia Connection Node (EACN)
substation; and all associated development and ancillary works. The Application provides for three options
for the transmission of the electricity generated by the wind farm as follows:

o Option 1: Onshore electrical connection at a National Grid connection point within the
Tendring peninsula of Essex, with a project alone onshore cable route and onshore
substation infrastructure;

o Option 2: Onshore electrical connection at a National Grid connection point within the
Tendring peninsula of Essex, sharing an onshore cable route and onshore cable duct
installation (but with separate onshore export cables) and co-locating separate Project
onshore substation infrastructure with Five Estuaries Offshore Wind Farm; or

o Option 3: Offshore electrical connection, supplied by a third-party.
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The onshore infrastructure works required under Options 1 and 2 above would be within the administrative
area of Essex County Council and Tendring District Council.

The DCO, if granted, would enable the acquisition of land, new rights over land and the imposition of
restrictions that are required to construct, operate and maintain the Project. In addition, it contains powers
for the possession and use of land on a temporary basis to facilitate the construction and maintenance of
the Project. The DCO would also authorise alterations to the layout of streets, the construction of accesses
to the Project, the temporary stopping up of public rights of way, street works, removal of hedgerows and
the application and modification of legislation.

Maps showing the onshore and offshore locations of the Project that form part of the Application are titled
Location Plan (Onshore) (Document Reference: 5.1) and the Location Plan (Offshore) (Document
Reference: 5.2) both of which can be viewed on the Planning Inspectorate’s website under the documents
tab:

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010119/documents

Environmental Impact Assessment Development

The Project is an Environmental Impact Assessment Development (“EIA Development”) for the purposes
of the Infrastructure Planning (Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017. The Application is
therefore accompanied by an Environmental Statement.

Copy of the application form and accompanying documents

The application form, and all accompanying documents (including the Environmental Statement, Non-
Technical Summary of the Environmental Statement, a Guide to the Application and draft DCO), can be
viewed electronically and downloaded free of charge on the Planning Inspectorate’s website under the
documents tab:

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010119/documents

The Application documents will be available online on the Planning Inspectorate’s website for the
duration of the pre-examination and examination stage and will also be accessible online in the locations
set out below until at least the end of the representation period (closing on 18 October 2024). The
locations listed below have public internet access, through which the Application documents can be
accessed on the Planning Inspectorate’s website free of charge. Please check directly with the facilities
to confirm their opening hours, as well as any bookings or registrations that might be required to access
the documents digitally through the computers available at the respective locations.

Location Address Opening Times
West Clacton Library | Jaywick Lane, Clacton-on-Sea | Monday to Friday, 9am to 4:30pm
CO16 8BE
Felixstowe Library Crescent Road, Felixstowe IP11 | Monday and Sunday, 10am to 4pm
7BY Tuesday, Thursday and Friday, 9am to
5:30pm
Wednesday, 9am to 7:30pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
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Clacton Library Station Road (opposite the Monday, Tuesday, Thursday and
Town Hall), Clacton-on-Sea Friday, 9am to 5:30pm
COl15 1ISF Wednesday, 9am to 7pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
Frinton Library 59 Old Road, Frinton-on-Sea Tuesday and Friday, 9am to 5:30pm
CO13 9DA Thursday, 9am to 7pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
Greenstead Library Hawthorn Avenue, Colchester Monday, Tuesday and Thursday, 9am
CO4 3QE to 5:30pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
Manningtree Library High Street, Manningtree CO11 | Tuesday, 9am to 5:30pm
1AD Wednesday, 9am to 1pm
Thursday, 1pm to 7pm
Friday, 9am to 1pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
Wivenhoe Library 104/6 High Street, Wivenhoe Tuesday, 2pm to 7pm
CO79AB Thursday, 9am to 5:30pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm
Harwich Library Upper Kingsway, Dovercourt, Monday, Thursday and Friday, 9am to
Harwich CO12 3JT 5:30pm
Tuesday, 9am to 7pm
Saturday, 9am to Spm

The full suite of Application documents can be made available in printed format on request to the

Applicant at a cost of up to £10,000. Requests for alternative formats (for example, large print or braille
formats) or specific individual documents will be considered on a case-by-case basis. For all document

requests, please contact the Applicant using the details at the end of this notice.

Making a relevant representation on the Application

Any person may make a relevant representation on the Application to the Secretary of State (i.e. giving
notice of any interest in or objection to the Application). Any representation relating to the Application

must be submitted on a registration form and give the grounds on which it is made.

The period for making representations starts on 11 September 2024 and will end at 11.59pm on 18
October 2024. Please note that any submitted representations to the Planning Inspectorate will be
published on the National Infrastructure Planning website for the Application. The Registration and

Relevant Representation Form is available to be completed via the Planning Inspectorate’s website for

the Project using the web address below.

https://national-infrastructure-consenting.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/projects/EN010119

Alternatively, you can request a hard copy of the registration / relevant representation form by

telephoning 0303 444 5000 quoting the name of the Application and the Planning Inspectorate’s
reference number EN010119. The completed form must be received by the deadline for relevant
representations. A completed hard copy form to be submitted to the Planning Inspectorate should be sent
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to: The Planning Inspectorate National Infrastructure Planning, Temple Quay House, Temple Quay,
Bristol BS1 6PN.

In submitting a representation, it should be noted that the personal data and correspondence relating to
any representation will be made publicly available. If you do not wish personal data to be made publicly
available, you should state why when submitting the representation. If necessary, the Planning
Inspectorate will publish the representations with your name and personal data redacted, however, the
representations may be given less weight during the Examination as a result. Please note that all
representations submitted will be published on the Planning Inspectorate’s website and will be subject to
their privacy policy, found online here:

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/planning-inspectorate-privacy-notices/customer-privacy-
notice

The Planning Inspectorate has issued detailed advice on registering as an interested party and making a
relevant representation, to which you are advised to have regard. This Advice (Nationally Significant
Infrastructure Projects: How to register to have your say and make a relevant representation) is
published on the National Infrastructure Planning website under ‘Detailed Information’ and ‘See advice
notes’ and can be found at:

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/nationally-significant-infrastructure-projects-how-to-register-to-have-
your-say-and-make-a-relevant-representation

To find out more about the Project, you can visit the Applicant’s website at:
www.northfallsoffshore.com

You can contact the Applicant directly with questions about the Project using the contact information
below:

Email: contact@northfallsoffshore.com

Phone: 0800 254 5340
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Container Tracker

Save time. Stay compliant.

Track containers, Complete checks in Download
not just ships minutes, not hours the evidence
Simplify transhipment tracking Save time, with all the data you Downloadable reports ensure you have
with end-to-end downloadable data need in one interface, supported the necessary documentation to prove
trails on containers - by container by tracking intelligence from over compliance, including specific end-to-end
number or Bill of Lading. 600 Lloyd’s agents worldwide. transhipment reports and more.

Request a demo:

America Tel: +1 212-520-2747

EMEA Tel: +44 20 7017 5392

APAC Tel: +65 6505 2084 . . D
)

lloydslistintelligence.com/containertracker LlOyd s List Intelhgence
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